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I. TECHNIQUES ANO MEANS FOR PROCESSING 
THE ANIMAL ANO VEGETABLE PRODUCE, FOR FOOD 

8. Fishery and fisherman's hui, Mahmudia, Tulcea County 
BA. lce house, Mahmudia, Tulcea County 

10. Fisherman's homestead, Mahmudia, Tulcea County 
13. Press for cakes of wax , Sebeş ul de Jos, Sibiu County 
14. Wax-press and candle-maker's homestead, 

Sebeşul de Jos , Sibiu County 
15. Sheep-fold, Răşinari , Sibiu County 
15A. Polygonal sheep-fold, Ludeştii de Sus, Hunedoara County 
16. Sheep-fold with „co/na" - sheep pen type, Câmpu lui Neag , 

Hunedoara County 
17. Sheep-fold with two rooms, Puru Peak, Alba County 
18. Sheep-fold with three rooms , Colţ ii Giuvalei Peak, Argeş County 
19. „Surla" - hut type from the alpine pastures , . 

Sătic, Dâmboviţa County 
20. Shepherd homestead and candle maker's workshop, 

Răşinari , Sibiu County 
21 . Homestead with reinforcedenclosure, Măgura , Braşov County 
22. Fruit-crusher and fruit -press, Răşinari , Sibiu County 
22A. Fruit-crusher and fruit-press , Roşia, Sibiu County 
23. Drying-room for plums, Bărbuleţ , Dâmboviţa County 
25. Plum-brandydistillerywith water-wheel , Sârbeşti , Gorj County 
27. Two-storeyed plum-brandypress-house, Polovragi, Gorj County 
29. Vine-yard press-house , Bălăneşti , Gorj County 
31. Vine-yard press-house with cellar, Corni Huşi, Vaslui County 
34A. Exhibition of presses 
35. Oil -press with mortar and pul ley, Arbore , Suceava County 
36. Oil -press with rams , Racovi\a , Vâlcea County 
37. Oii presser's homestead, Livada, Hunedoara County 
38. Oil -press with tread-mortar, Nădăjdia , Hunedoara County 
39. Oil-press with mortar driven by animal power, 

Grid , Hunedoara County 
40. Oil -press with frontal tread-wheel , Băieşti , Hunedoara County 
41. Oil -press and fulling-mill , Tălmăcel , Sibiu County 
42. Oil-press with hydraulic mortar and „arrows ", 

Ohaba , Hunedoara County 
44. Peasant homestead and shepherd-hut, Feneş, Alba County 
46. Peasant homestead , M ierţa , Sălaj County 
46A. Peasant homestead, Deseşti , Maramureş County 
47. Larder, Cerbia, Hunedoara County 
50. Hand driven mii!, Bumbuieşti , Vâlcea County 
51 . Horse driven mii! , Sânpetru , Timiş County 
52. Water-mill with horizontal wheel , Topleţ, Caraş Severin County 
53. Water-mill with horizontal wheel and „buttons", 

Sv i niţa , Mehedinţi County 
53A. Water-mill with two horizontal wheels and gearing, 

Râu de Mori , Hunedoara County 
54. Water-mill with three horizontal wheels, Arcani, Gorj County 
54A. Water-mill with six horizontal wheels, Găleşoaia , Gorj County 
55. Water-mill with undershotwheel, Dăbâca , Hunedoara County 
55A. Water-mill with undershot wheel , Poienii de Jos, Bihor County 
56. Water-mill with overshot wheel , Orşova , Mureş County 
57. Water-mill with overshot wheel and double gearing, 

Rogojelu, Cluj County 
58. Water-mill with overshot wheel, Almaş Sălişte , Hunedoara 

County 
61 . Floating mii! , Lucăceşti , Maramureş County 
62. Floating mii!, Munteni, Vâlcea County 
63. Small wind-mill with stone-socle, Enisala, Tulcea County 
64. Two-storeyed wind-mill, Dunavă\, Tulcea County 
65. Two-storeyed wind-mill, Frecăţei, Tulcea County 
66. Wind-mill with sails, Curcani , Constanţa County 
67. Hooded-mill , Beştepe, Tulcea County 
67 A. Draw-well with pulleywater-lift, Chirnogeni, Constanţa County 

11. TECHNIQUES ANO MEANS OF TRADITIONAL FOLK 
TRANSPORT ANO COMMUNICATION 

74. Ferry, Turnu Roşu, Sibiu County 
74A. Ferry with paddle-wheel, Topalu, Constanţa County 

111. TECHNIQUES ANO M EANS FOR PROCESSING RAW 
MATERIAL FOR CONSTRUCTION ANO DOMESTIC USE 
79. Arch itectonical complex, Călineşti Berbeşti, Maramureş County 
79A. Wooden church, Bezded, Sălaj County 
79B. Traditional house, Bărsana , Maramureş County 
79C. Monumental wooden gate and fence, 

Vadul lzei , Maramureş County 
80. Architectonical complex , Stolojani Cărbuneşti, Gorj County 
81 . Horse-driven saw-mill, Gura Râului, Sibiu County 
82. Peasant industries complex , Tomeşti, Hunedoara County 
83. Saw-mill with srnall water-mill, Gura Râului , Sibiu County 
87. Reed maker's homestead and workshop, Râşculiţa, 

Hunedoara County 
89. Cooper's homestead and coopery, Nereju, Vrancea County 
89A. House from Apuseni Mountains (Memorial school 

„AVRAM IANCU') , Stăneşti-Poiana Vadului,AlbaCounty 
90. Wheelwright-cooper's homestead and workshop, 

Obârşa, Hunedoara County 
94. Homestead and workshop of wooden household utensi ls-maker, 

Poaiana Perşani , Vâlcea County 
96. Homestead and workshop for making musical instruments, 

Câmpulung Moldovenesc, Suceava County 
96A Cooper's homestead and coopery, Straja , Suceava County 
97. Shepherd's pipe maker's homestead and workshop, 

Hodac, Mureş County 
99. Bas! mal-maker's homestead and workshop, Văleni, Gorj County 

107. Water-driven hammer, Rimetea , Alba County 
108 Gold-mine gallery , Roşia Montană, Alba County 
109. Stamp-mill for gold-ore, Abrud , Alba County 
111. Blacksmith 's homestead and smithy, Călineşti, Maramureş County 
112. Wheelwright -blacksmith's homestead with smithy , 

Măneşti, Dâmboviţa County 
113. Smithy and bell-maker's workshop, Poiana Teiului, Neam\ County 
116. Potter's homestead and pottery, Marginea, Suceava County 
117. Potter's homestead and pottery , Săcel, Maramureş County 
118. Potter's homestead and pottery . Sasca Română , 

Caraş Severin County 
120. Potter's homestead and pottery , Oboga, Olt County 
120A. Potter's homestead and pottery, Horezu , Vâlcea County 
121 . Potter's homestead and pottery , Corund, Harghita County 
123. Potter's homestead and pottery, Obârşa, Hunedoara County 
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IV. TECHNIOUES ANO MEANS FOR PROCESSING LEATHER, 
ANIMAL ANO VEGETABLE FIBRES, 

FOR CLOTHES ANO HOUSEHOLD ITEMS 
124. Furrier-saddler's homestead andworkshop, Săl i şte, Sibiu County 
128. Shepherd'shomestead illustratingthewool-processing trade, 

Poiana Sibiului, Sibiu County 
129. Homestead illustrating the goat's-wool processing trade, 

Musculeşti-Petreşti, Gorj County 
130. Homestead and workshop illustrating the rawsilk processing 

trade, Croici-Mătăsari , Gorj County 
132. Vertical action fulling-mill with whirlpool, Rod, Sibiu County 
133. Water-mill withfulling-mill called „dube'', Fânaţe, Bihor County 
134. Horizontal action fulling-mill with whirlpool, 

Prigor , Caraş Severin County 
136. Horizontal action fulling-mill with whirlpool with „buttons", 

Sichieviţa , Caraş Severin County 
138. Full ing-mill with single ro ii and whirlpool, Moeciu, Braşov County 
139. Fulling-mill with two rolls and two whirlpools, 

Nistoreşti , Vrancea County 
140. Peasant complex for finishing textile industries, 

Rucăr , Argeş County 
140A. Hydraulic complex of peasant industries, Polovragi, Gorj County 
141 A. Homestead for processing thickened wool blankets („straie'), 

Săpânţa, Maramureş County 
142. Homestead illustrating the hemp-processing !rade, 

Săsăuşi, Sibiu County 
V. CIVIL PUBLIC MONUMENTS 

72. Traditional pub, Bătrâni, Prahova County 
72A. Dance pavilion, Botiza, Maramureş County 
72B. Skittles alley, Păltiniş, Sibiu County 
72C Swing , Buzău County 
73. Traditional inn, Tulgheş, Harghita County 
73A. Monumental wooden gale, Şugatag , Maramureş County 
73B. House and wooden gale with counter-weight („vraniţă'), 

Bârsana, Maramureş County 
73C. „ Witch 's house", Săpânţa, Maramureş County 
73D. Shop, Dragoslavele , Argeş County 
73E. Traditional School 

VI. EXHIBITION OF MONUMENTAL SCULPTURES 
151. „ Mobile Structure" author: Ion Deac-Bistrifa 
152. „Return of !he Prodiga! San" author: Ion /ancuJ 
153. „Orthodox Triptych" author: Sava Stoianov 
154. „Throne" author: Alexandru Călinescu Arghira 
155 „Dumitru's Wheel" author: Alexandru Grosu 
156. „ Noah's Ark" author: Septimiu Enghiş 
157. „Chris!" author: Darie Dub 
158. „ Windows" author: Dinu Câmpeanu 
159. „Fulling Mill" author: Călin Baciu 
160. „Spring" author: Corneliu Tache 
161. „ Burst of Tears" author: Traian Moldovan 
162. „ The Knight" author: Mihai lstudor 
163. „Diafogue" author: Nicolae Şaptefrafi 
164. „Holy Place" author: Tuvia Yuster (Israel) 
165. „Gale" author: Petrovits Istvan 
166. „ Ffowers" author: Ioan Gândea 
167. „Ascension" author: Gavril Abrihan 
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OCCUPATIONS 

MONUMENTAL WOODEN SCULPTURE 
AND HANDICRAFT FAIRS 

MILLS 

PAVILION FOR CULTURAL PERFORMANCES 

INDUSTRIES 

ARCHITECTU RE TEXTILE TRAD ES 

ln the marvellous landscape at Dumbrava Sibiului there is one of the 
largest, richest and mast authentic open-a ir museums in Remania, a 
museum which ranks with the finest in Europe. As long ago as 1966, the 
well-known Dutch ethnographer Bernet Kempers described this mu
seum as „the mast beautifu/ open air museum in Europe". 

The cool lores ts, the sunny meadows traversed by a small stream 
which turns severa I water wheels, the 12 acre lake in which the wind mi lls 
and fishermen's build ings along the shore are reflected. The movable 
m1lls, the bridges and much more explain ou r outstanding reputation. 

The area of about 200 acres. crossed by a network of paths 1 o km 
long , with many rest1ng places, includes two distinct and permanent 
exh ibitions. both clear ly organ ized spatia lly and thematical ly. 

The former-world of !he Romanian village is shown in the „Ethno
graphic Open Air Museum"(100 a eres) whereas th e exhibi tion „Wooden 
Monumental Sculptures "shows the inf luence of the former in modern (the 
art1sts are famous Romanian and foreign sculptors who meet every year 
to create their works w ithin the museum with the inspiration of the 
traditiona l values of the Romanian vil lage). 

The Ethnographic Open Air Museum was designed in the early sixt ies 
as a „museum of folk technology", with the intention ol ill ustrat ing the 
whole breadth of folk technology in Remania. 

At the beginning it was div ided into four themat ic sections: 

- Techniques and means lor processing animal and vegetab le 
matter fo r food; 

- Techniques and means for extracting and processing raw 
materials, for construction materials (wood, vegetable matter, stane, 
ores, metals): 

- Techniques and means for processing leather and alsa animal 
and vegetable fibres for textiles; 

- Techniques and mea ns of traditional folk transport and comm u
nication. 

Thus, the museum approaches !he whole tradit1onal system of trades 
and occupat1ons phenomenologically: from gathering produce to general 
and specialized trades, from household work to specialized hand icrafts, 
from domestic industries to specialized peasa nt industries, from direct 
fo rms of transport (human or animal) to traction (dragging and rol ling) or 
water-based transpor1. 

The Folk Technology Museum bu1lt up between 1963 and 1989 is the 
most elaborate scientific-documentary and technical collection and ar
ch ives (pictu res, photos. fi lms) dealing with pre-industria l folk technology 
in Remania. 

A tool system of an 1mpressive typological variety, with plenty of 
anc1ent forms going back th rough the Middle Ages, to Daco-Roman, 
Geto-Dacian and even the Neolithic civilization can be found here -
certainly a brilliant demonstrat ion of lile and material continuity in this part 
of Europe . This tool system actua lly covers each and eve ry traditional 
trade: hunting and f1shing (in !he Danube Delta), agricu lture (in the plains , 
hil ls and mountains) , sheep breed1ng , fru it grow1ng (including production 
ol v1negar and brandy). v1t1culture and oii process1ng (with too ls and 
technolog ies using ancient European models). 

The variety of the tool system is alsa represented in the handicrafts 
on view: weaving (woo l. silk, hemp, goat hair) , rope making, leather 
processing and furriery, pottery, stane processing, mining (inc luding 
gold). smithery, bell-making. Special mention should be made of wood 
processing (carpentry , wheel-mak ing , cooperage, construction of musi
cal instruments and weaver's reed making). as we ll as wax processing 
and cand le mak1ng 

. The .folk techno logy installations alsa show great themat ic variety 
(m1lls. diverse presses. ovens , distil leries, whirl-pools, fu lling mills, ham 
mers. stamp mills and saw mills). They are exh ibited in a special a rea and 
are organ1zed in three pre-industria l peasant comp lexes from Oltenia , 
Muntenia and Transylvania 

lt should alsa be said that this collection represents an almost 
complete typology of traditional bu ildings and machines unl ikely to be 
found in any other museum of the worl d. Ali these revea l continuity 

between Romanian tradi tional technical civil ization and its counterparts 
in other cu ltu res , as well as 1ts openness towards other cultural influences 
and therefore its potent ial for technical progress. 

As an example of what we mean, considerthe collection of mills wh ich 
is un ique in Europe. We have 27 mil ls for grains present ing all the energy 
types known in Euro-Asia: hand and herse driven, water (w1th one, two, 
th ree and s1x scoop-wheels) and win d mil ls. Only tide mil ls are missing. 
Eventhe range of construct1ontypes 1s wel l represented: mills which were 
fixed to the ground or floated on boats, wi th direct transmiss ion or on 
gears (one or two stepped); with horizontal scoop whee ls or vertical 
wheels; single, double, treble wheel-systems; with a superior, medium or 
inferio r admission; with wind -sa ils made of board or canvas and pivoted 
mills (the roof or the whole bu ilding) very similar to the „Dutch" o nes. 

Ali our displays show the basic ag rarian character of traditiona l 
Roman ian civ ilization and its ability to take over and adapt the most 
diverse European innovations to local conditions and needs. 

The variety of structu res to.un.ci in fo lk architecture becomes especia lly 
clear through the house bu1 lding methods, wh ich resulted from the 
diversity of regional types: p lanimetry, elevation, construction tech
niq ues, heating devices, inter ior design and decoration , furniture. The 
diversity. of fo lk .architecture alsa provides evidence .of the styl istic 
personal1 ty of bu 1lders and carpenters all over Roman ia , of the ethno
cultural speci ficity of the minorit ies, of the capac ity of builders to ad apt to 
local raw materials, and of their use of extremely refined techn iques. 

The evolution of traditiona l and archetypa l values cana Iso be expe
ri enced when combin ed with new types and models, infl uenced by local 
or regional fac tors. 

Folk art forms a periect ly integrated part of the buildings as well as, 
illustrated by the inter ior decoration of the houses and workshops in 
textiles, ceramics. wooden or metal objects, 1cons and furn iture. 

ln 1990 a new themat ic section was added to the existing ones. 
Des1gned for civi l publ ic monuments, it includes so fa r a church, a school. 
an inn and a pub, a dance shed and a skitt les al ley.Other bu ildings and 
structures are go1ng tobe purchased and restored: a shop , a fire brigade 
tower, a swing and even a witch's house. 

The museum now houses 115 monuments with 340 buildings and 
over 16,000 objects. The add ition of the name „ASTRA "in 1993 reflect ed 
the extension and continuity in all direct ions (heritage, exhibit1ons, 
ed ucation) of the first histo ric and ethnographic museum of the 
Transylvanian Romanians. 11 was founded in 1905 and grotesquely 
closed in 1 950 for ,,ideologica/" reasons. 

The museum has become one of the mast vivid, dynamic and 
attractive cultural institutions in Remania, due to the large number of its 
projects and activities: fi lms and slide project1on, special exh ibitions (in 
the central exh ibition hali), fol k performances on the stage beside the lake 
(one of the mast popular being „Mountain Songs " - an internat ional 
fest ival held each year). We also host the European Poetry Festival 
(every two years) and handicraft fa irs (each year, for adults on 15th 
August and for children on 1 st June). There are al so month ly meetings of 
The Trad it1onal Arts ' Academy. The fine arts are represented in aur 
museum by The Modern Wooden Monumenta l Sculpture Symposium 
(open August-September). Research seminars, nat iona l and interna
ti ona l symposia on various top ics (film, folk choreography, ethnography 
and folk art), ho liday camps for pupils attending the fine arts' colleges, 
rel1gious services on Sundays, Holidays , at weddings and other ceremo
nies. all find a home within the museum. 

Peop le of all ages will enjoy thei r vis it to the museum: whether sai ling 
a boat on the lake, driving 1n a carriage or tram-car around !he museum. 
taking a traditional meal at the inn, using aur accomodation or enJoying 
any of the other activit ies we are able to offer. 

The open air museum of Dumbrava Sibiului has become the most 
welcoming and hospitable center the city of Sibiu offers for tourists and 
leisure-seekers. 

The museum with all its fac ilit1es is open between 1 st May and 15th 
October. Outside these dates groups of tourists can stil ! be adm itted fo r 
strolls around the monuments. 

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro


	muzeul-of-traditional-folk-civilazation-astra_1-a
	muzeul-of-traditional-folk-civilazation-astra_1-b
	muzeul-of-traditional-folk-civilazation-astra_1-c
	muzeul-of-traditional-folk-civilazation-astra_1-d
	muzeul-of-traditional-folk-civilazation-astra_2-a
	muzeul-of-traditional-folk-civilazation-astra_2-b
	muzeul-of-traditional-folk-civilazation-astra_2-c
	muzeul-of-traditional-folk-civilazation-astra_2-d
	muzeul-of-traditional-folk-civilazation-astra_1
	muzeul-of-traditional-folk-civilazation-astra_2



